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Rapidan River Fish Passagéd’roject
awarded $7.9 Million NOAA Grant

article

by Jeff Poolewith thanks
to Shawn Young and
Mike Collin s

Photos courtesy of
American Climate Partners

For mor e than
dam across the
Central Virgin
i mper-ad i $eruct
that pmapef ded
commerce by al
flow.

i
L
(

Butfvey ear s ago, t he dthemdbrgroft AmencaenrClimate Pagtiveis (AGH)egan considering
the aging damés viability in the modern mar ket pl
milling operation in this rural community, and a more recentyddr hydropower effort proved financially
unsuccessful.

With a mix of public and private partners, ACP launched the Rapidan Institute to lead a comprehensiv
restoration study to evaluate the contempouditigy of the 88yearold concrete dam and the potential environment
and economic benefits of altering it.

Il n May, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adm
results of that study: the Rapidan Fish Passage

N Ra piidenFsh Rassagér oj ect 0 contin

Editordés Note: We at L Adnd ledguek Shavih Y ouhghaadnMike Qodidis §iving ws «
permission to rumhis story about th&merican Climate Partneend the Rapidan River Fish Passage Project


https://www.youtube.com/user/WinchesterTU
https://www.instagram.com/winchestertu638/
https://www.facebook.com/WinchesterTU/?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/WinchesterTU638
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Rapidan River Fish Passag®roject -- continued

The Rapidan project is one of more than 45 projects recei
nearly $240 million to reopen migratory pathways and res
access to healthy habitat for fish nationwide through
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and Inflation Reduction Act.

The project would remove all or part of the Rapidan Mill d
and restore habitat along the Rapidan River in the lo
Chesapeake Bay watershed. Removing the dam would

more than 500 miles and as many as 1,000 nsle of habitat

for American shad, river herringnd other migratory fish.

ARapi dan, Orange County,
be grzeumd for restoration
Mi-Adt |l antic, o ACP Executiwv
suggested. Bef ore dams an
wer e t he mo sdt i vneplourat balnet ¢
Chesapeabtprpd Bakge Rapi dan
i denti fied as the top pra
Baydés basin. AThis is a

Collins said the idea
popul ar and successful

mSweepers i s a river remediation progravnaa
to restore the wildlife and biology that
the single greatest | mpedi metnltantoi ct haen dr
6how i mportant is this dam to that fis

a new question.-arFoa mogied drmtasn &2rbd tyleairrs
benefits of damming the river femsoeamurdmiso
slators even addressed the i1issue in 1759 notili

10 feet wide over dams to provide access fg

Over time, economic
interests prevailed--
which was good new:| -
for local farmers anc
merchants, but not fo
shad, which historically
had been plentiful
throughout the inlancj
rivers and streams oOf
the Mid-Atlantic.

Dr. Shawn Young joined the Rapidan Institute this summe
|l ead the Rapidan Fish Pas
and PhD in fisheries sciences from Clemson University
has more than 30 years of experience working with fish
aguatic organismsgaaticecology,and habitat restoration.

He is pictured here on the Culpeper side of the Rap
River in Central Virginia.

t g hf, o-dle&2eapn d -f20000t wi de concrete Rapidan Mil
, anads so,t heeerl sf i sh from native spawning and
shad, al ewife and blueback herring are
to frekdrwattlee d el ss,paiwtnds al | about free
Sea and then ystamg hteo rgmwaw fi ot oupg rtec h@
their | ife cycle.

heal t hy r i vdrn sraeqdyi, rbeys eax theenaslitohny, a healthy
er, o0 Collins notes.

ARapi dafi sk vPRers sage Proj ect o
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Rapidan River Fish Passag®roject -- continued

The Rapidan meanders from its headwaters 1in
various st,apdms$yri bueakses before emptying i
Rappahannock widens as it wanders eastward

Rapidan Institute
Aishad ar Y iy e
foundation of the

food chain in the
Rapidan and
essential to a
healthy river and
surrounding
habitat. Removing
the dam(or part of
the dam will open
an area where the
fish hav
able to go for more
than 200
Collins said.

Still, Collins, who has a background in historic preservaaop,pr eci at es the chall eng
and ecesystem by altering a defining community characteristic.

Al dondt think those things have to be mutually ¢
200 years is not lost on us and, working with the Virginia Department of Historic Resources and a prese
consul t ant ything préctichble dra reasenable to preserve that histoy.6 s possi bl e
save parts of the dam while creating the fish passddgeat 6 s j ust one of many stu
to 18 months. o

Earlier efforts to accommodate migratory fish passage have met with limited success. A small fish ladder adja
the mill is ineffective for shad and other species that migrate collectively as a séudtitionally, shad migrate
primarily during periods of moderate to higlater flow, best achieved by a freely flowing Rapidan.

The $7.9 million grant application divides the project into five phases over four years. During the first year, AQ
its contractor- Ecotone, LLC-- will refine data, studies and analysis of site conditions, resources, opporfamtes
constraints in advance of project desigks part of the preliminary project studies, ACP will engage with adjact
landowners,stakeholdersand the community through public outreach efforts. No demolition, construction
restoration will occur during the first yewhile studies are completed.

ACP also has partnered with the Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources (DWR) for assistance with preli
work regarding sediment and fisheries sampling. DWR has been monitoring migrating fish in the Rappahannaog
system for decades and will tkathe progress of migratory fish expansion once affoeeng Rapidan River is
restored.

The balance of the projeetand the bulk of the fundg- will
be implementation of the approved desigwluding site

Amerlcan preparation and safety, dam removal, mill bank stabilizat
riverbank stabilizationand restoration above and below t

' Climate dam.

Partners ACP already has taken the fismibstantial step in the proje
Rural resilience through environmental restoration by appointing Dr. Shawn Young as Director of the Rapir
Institute and project lead.

American Climate Partners is & _ )

entrepreneurial  501(c)(3) organizati ARapidan River F
working since 2006 to restore the hea : A
of people,communitiesand ecosystems continues on the next page
It designscreatesand manages project

programs, and businesses for rur.

America to provide natural solutions

restore climate and biodiversity.It is

headquartered in the Rapidan Mill

Central Virginia.
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Rapidan River Fish Passag®roject -- continued

For 30 years, Young has worked with varying agencies and academics, sciamtisttakeholders on fish passagé
aquaculture, environmentsa nd habi t at restoration projects. Wi
sciences from Clemson University, Young brings a background of applied research and field implementatic
Rapidan project.

Having spent his caree
working in habitat restoratior
and fish population restoratio
and recovery, Young ha
worked the last 13 years in tr
Pacific  Northwest  where
communities weighed thd ¥
effects of dam removal ir
favor of healthier salmor
populations.

Rapidan Mill and Da
from the State Rt. 61
(Rapidan Road) bridge

AfSal mon i s another fish of maj) damramogatwas verg @nitroversigbfor i
l ong ti me, but people said, Owe don 0tarewaredccelératinglamo
there are instances where the salmon are migrating through the project areas almost simultaneously to cre
out the concrete. o

A similar experience closer to home has Rapidan Fish Passage Project organizers optimistic about the imp3g
upcoming project.in 2004, when the Embrey Dam was removed from the Rappahannock River downstream frg
Rapidan Mill dam, DWR fisheriesod6 biologists docu
migrating through the rubble even before the dam was coshplemoved.

That experience and other dam removal success stories throughout Virginia illustrate the opportunity for the F
Fish Passage Project to develop a more modern balance between the natural and human coexistence in the

AThe fish populations have been in decline for
Indigenous peoples, colonsettlersand early Americanslt was no accident people settled and lived h&reerican
shad, striped bass, river herring, eels are important not only because they go out to the bay and are eaten by
but al so because theyodore essential to the mussels
Those other organisms have their own histories and strategies for survival that rely on the shad and obemnfis
and other obstacles over the years have blocked that dynamic and are one of the laadspcéish population
declines. o

However, removing structures that no longer stimulate active economic activity can both improve the ecosyst
yield residual economic benefits through recreation, Young suggests. Whereas the dam once was an essentig
in maximizing the economiienpact of the river, removing it may be the modern equivalénthat case, the natural
and human worlds both benefit, he says.

AfThese structures, these places are Wesupndecst ahe
important. Shad, stripers, herring, eel have also been part of that historpy s di f fi cult t o s
-- the natural or human historyt hey 6 r e bot h i mportant and i nThesetdawms
were vitally important i n eVdenkeeadérchange treparadigi oftabsdluke &
complete control of something éomore sustainable middle grouridam removal is an effective and affordable wa

Y

to do that.o
Achieving that fimiddle groundo may be | ess quant.

Professionall vy, we think f{Thias ébsowhyg malbeeapbusyg
AREverybody knows nat uFiskpopuktionms bave bedm declinihgeradicdantmye tordedine.
just knowing that the rivers and the fish populations are healtnyww en f or t hos e wh-at halps
to know that the fish are there and are healthigprovides optimism.Removing the dam is a minor part, really, b
add the benefit to the Rapidan and the gRdgannock and put it together with what folks are doing on the James,
the York rivers and the iIimpact is significant on

For additional information on ACP and the Rapidan Fish Passage Project, visit americanclimatepartners.c
contact Dr. Shawn Young ahawn@americanclimatepartners.org



mailto:shawn@americanclimatepartners.org

[ |

Winchester TU

VAN IEES
Report: o
9 January 2025

The 9 January 2025 Zoom meeting for the Priority Waters team was a productive one. Eight team members
participated, as well as Forest Service fisheries biologist, Dawn Kirk.

PRIORIT;

Team Leader, Mike Makufka, called the group to order and commenced discussion about the need for new equipment

for one of the groupbs first field initiatives, barrie
assessment measuring gear should be acquired. While Mike M. is currently the only team member trained in formal

barrier assessment technique, others will be able to take training and achieve certification at a future Forest Service
training. One of the vital first steps in addressing the ecological needs of both Little Passage Creek and Mill Run at
Veacho6s Gap i s dev e lodateinfgrmatian onstrean barrieasrthait maygpose significant problems

to native Brook Trout movement.

The team will also acquire five HOBO Tidbit data loggers for monitoring water temperatures. The current plan is to
deploy two units at Mill Run, one near the mouth of the stream and one further upstream (possibly near a spring).
The three loggers for Little Passage will be arrayed at an existing Forest Service sample site, and in the headwaters
above Strasburg Reservoir. The third site will be determined later. Mike Makufka noted to the group that Dawn Kirk
had provided him with the Forest Service monitoring sites for the two streams, and that Tedd Gimber could add those
sites to the project maps. Tedd is assembling for the group.

The group discussed and agreed that quarterly monitoring of stream pH and Dissolved Oxygen at the National Forest

sites would be essential for the overall project and Mike M. shared that he would approach the chapter Board with a
funding request to secure the necessary testing apparatus. Since equipment placement will likely require access to
portions of the Forest that are seasonally gated, Mike M. and Dawn Kirk agreed t o appr oach the Di
office to arrange for necessary access.

Mike Makufka indicated he would share the detailed data sets Dawn had provided with Tedd Gimber so that he could
incorporate information to the project maps he is assembling for the shared Google Drive (a project site Dave Juth
had created expressly for the team).

Mike also advised the group that Zach Mondry, Forest Service hydrologist, hopes to make a site visit sometime in late
January, if conditions permit (as of the third week of January, favorable weather remains elusive). He also queried if

the groupwouldlike t o see the Priority waters ed ftherewasacbrisemdugthis o n
could be valuable to overall project success.

Team leader Makufka concluded the Zoom gathering by adding that he is spearheading development of a calendar
of workdays and meetings for the team, and that this calendar can be incorporated into the overall chapter
calendar. He added that the strategic project plan is nearing completion and will include an implementation strategy
as well as timelines and goals.

The Priority Waters teamds next efrebeudry2026, w
at Shenandoah Lodge, prior to the regular Winchester Chapter monthly meeting at 7:00.

Bud on the Run:

The next workday is set for Saturday 8 February 2025

at 10.00 AM weather permitting.
Bud will notify the Redbud Regulars of any changes to thplan.
by Bud Nagelvoort

My truck has only 160,000 gentle miles on it and should last as long as | do. It easily made it back and
forth to Winchester today including navigating my driveway on the way and on the way back without a
hitch. 1 just need to keep it and me from running out of gas. The clutch has always been a challenge
for people with unusually short legs. (I don't mean to point this out related to anyone in particular even if
they can do a lively fox trot.)

By the way, | had a conflict on Saturday, 1 February, and did not plan on a Redbud work session
accordingly. How's that for an article for the newsletter? Brief and to the point as a lovely reflection of
my intellect \
Tight lines and singing reels --- R By /
Bud 3
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Healing Waters | HEALING WATERS

Kicks off 2025 with
A Busy January

by Wayne White

Wi nchester Healing Waters began the New Year with a
Vet erans par th wiilpdaitregd dlna gsoadst yda mdy ad dhistsiesn aaln df laywFti e .
and Wine Festival

Monthly meetings , new approach

I n an attempt t o

classes this year —

mont hl vy meetings, o

R (=yaf 1 Clean Water: any ot i€

volunt eers had -ttyhieni cl| &estosshbee i
. = - e tn;léanW?t_eﬂfoo 0 eal;

cducational present B pnsEREatbal .

casting clinic at t S eesmeiEEEai

s a n ew a pq)u Ioarc hm é ; Whydanoutneedhealthy,caollakesandstreams?

t he Wl nt er mont hs. rroutfezsickinpa!lutedwater.Thevalsoneedcertain(y esoffoodmelglgr

tch of stream—We call thlus :

in justa short stre

animals, lie Insects, crayfish, and smaller fish that live in healthy, cog
the water gats poliuted, trout food dies, and sa do the trout,

Right: Burr Tupper talks abo
water conditions in hié bcating

Fisho presentation.
photo by Wayne White

At the 8 January meeting, Burr Tupper presented a
properly presfemedifdg elsodat ifa mssh. Burr focused on t
water, and weadicnhg nma tftoerr nfse. He described some sim
procedures when fishing different streams with v
provided with those slides the next day.

Dave Harrel sont Yiemng asn®s hieanflfyocusing on chniques
is another classic bug of this year's fbu ding the

t e
il
Dave ansdt ePvheinls are organi zing materials for particip:

As part of t 4 iher ayi
clinics, Jackson Di
used t he Shenando:
room during the me
casting ar ea,
vol unt eer s wi t h
casting. The
t eacnhg basic
maki ng consi sten
corrections that
individual 6s casti
m i s convenient
i t he weat her
l awn on t he ghea:

0o
nt
he

Left: Jackson Dierberg (r) giv
volunteer Ken Seroka some ti
on instructing the proper pick

to start a back cast.
photo by Wayne White

AWi nchester PHWO cont i
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Healing Waters HEALING WATERS

continued

2025 Virginia Fly -ishing and Wine Festiva
80. &/ z 4 4: .104*6

Wi nchester participal
attended the Womenos
the Casto as part of t
Fishing & Wine Festiyv
11 at The Meadow Even
second year a Winche
represented the Virgir
held for only its sec

Beyond t he Cast Wo m

Sympooi umf fered a Wi

intermediat e t o -f iasd

programming devel ope

WO men and taught by

Classes were taught b F._ynsHING
for women fly angl ers \

Classes thisDyYyNnagaiznmnanlebwde
- on the history of women i
S Rosenbauer on prospecti
NOR-VISE ¥ fish even when fnothi
FI-fFgi shing Team member
nymphing, ands tcrawsctti onrg
ent omol ogist) Callie Free

Sly Tying Systermn

The forum was -fai sweiang hi nof
Christina and a great e
enjoying the information
particularly Callie Free
provided new opportunihae
women angl ers.

The number of women takin
significantly. Trout -fWUmslh
organizations have recen
growth in membership. How
the number of ot her f emal
connect .

Top Right: Christina ¢) meets with Josh Miller, a member of Hyshing Team USA and coach for the +
Fishing USA Youth Team on the exhibit floor at the Virginia Fly Fishing and Wine Festival. Josh run
Yeah, a guide service out of Pittsburgh, PA.

Above Left: Christina ¢) talks with Cade Bailey, owner of Dead Drift Fishing and Winchester RigWnteer,

about his latest fly creations he tied during the VA FF and Wine Festival.
both photos by Christian Nelson

AThheumber of women | earning [ i i's growin
forum, hey are not staying i sport because t
women to fiisdhulwi t hAndg worhdn i i by themselves is

ose discussions, Christina found a group
ing trips. AFor me , the symposium was a gtr
6r e | ototkiinngg ofuotr woanr dt hteo wgaet er and wusing s omi

Festival Director Beau Beasley said this year saw th

the | argest event of its kind in the country. Hi stor

United aSitda tt ddAet IMaindt i C . R .
AWIi nchester PHWO conti ni



https://tickets.vaflyfishingfestival.com/e/virginia-fly-fishing-festival-2025/tickets
https://tickets.vaflyfishingfestival.com/e/virginia-fly-fishing-festival-2025/tickets
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Healing Waters HEALING WATERS

continued

Building Your

own fly rod
article and photos by Wayne White

Wi nchester Veterans Cha
Wright, Erwin Cast o, and
chall enge of building a
at Jakebs Bait and Tackl

Unde the tutelage of

Robi ns, Jim White, and
| earned bbawiilcdi ngd s ki | |
compl ete a rod from a ki
Waters during sessions
Satusdbgginning in Janu

Du
oV
t h
b u

pa

[ i rst sessio
rview of the process
various fly rod pie

ng the f

ding experience, L
i cipant s a greate

further explained thatbywhepipsbcessti ohatdéenai ud
ne of each rod section, winding arbors to fit wup
o place.

r
e
e
i
r
apprecaofattitoen process.
m
i
t

ter discussing rod guide placement, each section \
e fodirsections. Each rod kit has a spare tip, and
epare rod guiadpepifnege tt hbee fgouried ewrbnk e doémomeotdr otl eadh kt |
i Ea.ch participant |l eft the first session with the
gin wrapping guides at home.

, Heat heErrwiColmreet anded to Jakeds on Saturday, 18
home. Luke and Jim inspected the groupds homewor k
rods for setting up thAcceeldisgatoahdkegri phwi gho
evidenced by the excellent installation of the te

Above: Luke Robins (r) check
Docdés spacing f
correcting a wrap.

Left: Ji m Whi t e
epoxy mi x

rod for the
|

ARNWIi nchest e
continues on the next

page.
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BUlldlng YOUI' est.  PROJECT 2o0s

own fly rod --continued | HI} WATERS

During session three
began appl yicnogatt teo R
wr aps. Afteoat happlie
rods were pladadnens
hours to set up. Par
same process during s

Since participants fi
deadl ine for t his ec
photos of the new r o¢
mont h. Ji m, Luke, an
will present the rods
at the monthl yebnrewdrn yn

Above: Cole Bradshaw (l) gets some extra help from L According to Ji m,

adjusting the thread tension while correcting a guide wragp gives participants a
have the required ski
building rods Asas L ak el
noted, 0 catching a fi
is a great feeling!o

Ri gkErwin carefully applie:
guides on his rod.

t ba late
and f Toi
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WINCHESTER PROGRAM
esT.  PROJECT 2005

FEBRUARY 2025 S WS

The Winchester Project Healing Waters progral
February 12, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm, at the Shejlani
i ncl utdyei ndy a casting clinic, dahgr doenetndtsi Gy mpi@ s a
recent ViFrigihninag FRInyd Wi ne Festival

As part of the continuing fundraiser, Jakes It
Wat er s Prsohgirraam alvai | abl e.i mlehiosf fepe cieaalt uorees Danil So
of a Brook Trout Charl es 0 Dmprcorimm drhtol y adiigshpgl. a yrée @&
a banner, fAShenandoak hNatti amal$ 2RBar9k.,0 alnhde $T2. OO f o r
to PHW.

The f ol Hoiwsihnigngf layct i vi ti es and events, teohathgdel!l vy
are for our veterans' ongoing education s kig! |

February
8- Rapidan TU €hapieg Bhyw, Warrenton, Vi @gin
12 Monthly Meeting
15 anidFl2y2 Tying at Jakebds Bait and Tackl

c h

12 Monthly Meeting

15 anidFlI2y% i ng at Jakeds

29 PHW Hlyy ng Marat hon at the USMC Museum,@# Qu

i

9i Mont hly Meeting

12123 Virginia Region Wi ld Trout Trips, Sh@nar
1113 Virginia El ks Youth Camp Outing wit Fr
26 PHW Beaver Creek I nvitational (Ottobinge,
26 Fi shing Outing at Lake Nef f, |l zaak Wal on,

3-Fishing Outing at Lake Nef f, |l zaak Wal o n,
791 Virginia Regi on-aBacFki sCrienegk ,OuBtaitnhg Count

14 Monthly Meeting

l17Leetown Fishing Outing

28 Rose River Farm (Syria, Va)

Il nformation and wupdates abou
Lt pes/ / wi nchestertu. org/

Updat ancdk iposty i nformation wilWi nlcenepggost
Proje Heal ing Waters.

Wayne White Jim White
Program Lead Assistant Program Lead

Project Healing Waters Project Healing Waters
Wayne.White@project healingwaters.orqg Jim.White@projecthealingwaters.org
703-919-2952 703-650-8696



https://winchestertu.org/
mailto:Wayne.White@project%20healingwaters.org
mailto:Jim.White@projecthealingwaters.org

Bar bar aods
Compiled by Barbara Gamble

Managed Extinction:
The Decline and Loss of Wild Salmon
and Steelhead in the Pacific Northwest

Authors: Rick Williams and Jim Lichatowich
Hardcover: 555 Pages
ISBN-10: 0870046497
ISBN-13: 978-0870046490
Publisher: Caxton Press
Publication Date: Standard Edition
11 November 2024

Managed Extinction describes the decline of wild
salmon and steelhead in the Pacific Northwest over the
last 150 years. Many populations are presently on the
verge of extinction, part
Basin. Widespread habitat alteration and mainstem
dams on the Columbia and Snake rivers contributed to
the decline of salmon and steelhead, but continued
reliance on hatchery production to rebuild declining
salmon runs rather than conservation measures has
resulted in management leading to extinction.
Restoration of imperiled upper basin salmon and
steelhead populations requires removal of the four Lower
Snake River dams, restoration of riverine ecological
processes, and development of a new salmon
management paradigm that focuses on ecological
resilience and stewardship.

=

"In Managed Extinction,
fisheries scientists Rick
Williams and Jim
Lichatowich provide a new
vision for management and
recovery of imperiled
Pacific Northwest salmon
and steelhead populations.
Using real examples of
success along with recent
science, the authors show
that salmon and steelhead
recovery is possible but will
require major changes in
salmon management.

MANAGED EXTINCTION

the decline and loss of wild salmon
and steelhead in the Pacific Northwest

—— N

They present an ecologically based path to rebuild

salmon and steelhead populations, including restoration

of the Snake River and its irreplaceable spring/summer

Chinook and summer steelhead. The well-written and

researched book is invaluable and should influence

concerned citizens, fisheries managers, and salmon

management for years to -c
Founder (1989), Executive Director (1991-2023) The

Wild Fish Conservancy

Rick Williams is a PhD fisheries ecologist and Affiliated
Scholar with the Department of Biology at The College of
Idaho. His research and consulting focus on
conservation of native steelhead, redband, and cutthroat
trout in western North America.

Jim Lichatowich worked on Pacific salmon issues as a
researcher, manager, and scientific advisor for more
than 50 years. He specialized in the history of salmon
management and the life history and status of salmon
and steelhead populations, and the development of
restoration plans in the Pacific Northwest.

Sources: amazon.com and the publishers

Books

Page 11 of 17

Beartooth

Author: Callan Wink

Hardcover: 286 pages

ISBN-10: 1954118023

ISBN-13: 978-1954118027
Publisher: Spiegel & Grau
Publication Date: 11 February 2025

In an aging, timber house hand-built into the Absaroka-
Beartooth mountains, two brothers are struggling to keep
up with their debts. They live off the grid, on the fringe of
Yellowstone, surviving off the wild after the death of their
father.

Thad, the elder, is more
capable of engaging with
things like the truck
registration, or the medical
bilst hey canadt

their fathero
the tax lien on the cabin

their  grandfather built,

while Hazen is . . . different,

more instinctual, deeply in

tune with the natural world.

Desperate for money, they

are approached by a
shadowy out-of-towner

with a dangerous prop-

osition that will change

both of their lives forever.

IR A MOVEL

CALLAN

WINK

Beartooth is a fast-paced tale with moments of
surprising poignancy set in the grandeur of the American
West. Evoking the timeless voices of American pastoral
storytelling, this is a bracing, masterful novel about
survival, revenge, and the bond between brothers.

nWi nk, wiiishinggside an ttie IYallowstone River
when heds not writing bea
novels, is a master craftsman: his dialogue is pitch
perfect, his characters breathtakingly real, and the
setting so vividly described it that we can feel the mud
seeping into our socks and hear the water from the hole
in the ceiling plinking into the metal bowl on the floor. A
remar kabl e, med®ookidi| e nove

i Cal | an Be#Vioaottkevakes the breathtaking
beauty of Yellowstone in its tense exploration of the
complicated | ove and 9 ©Bhelfi
Awareness

Callan Wink has been awarded fellowships by the
National Endowment for the Arts and Stanford
University, where he was a Wallace Stegner Fellow. His
stories and essays have been published in the New
Yorker, Granta, Playboy, Me n 6 s Jour nal ,
American Short Stories.

He is the author of a novel, August, and a collection of
short stories, Dog Run Moon. He lives in Livingston,

Montana, where he is a fly-fishing guide on the
Yellowstone River.

Sources: amazon.com and the publishers
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Some Wishes for 2025 (or Recipes for Pie in the Sky)

article and photo by
Michael Lawler Smith

Early each January people famously
make Aresolutions
| have arrived at a stage in life where 3
fself-improvementd i s | i k€3
lost cause, or simply the perennial
realization | need more roughage in
my diet.

So, for 2025, | turn my attention to
the world around me. What needs
improving? Okay, just about
everything. But what would | like to
see made better?

Remember a former Speaker of the House who served for the decade from 1977 to 1987? He had a famous
l'ine: AAI Il PpAaledtline, and largeytrieoBad¢c k 0i n t he 199006s, a col | e
Conservation Training Cent erconsetvaioni sweé @ aand modi fie

Alas, the field biologists we were tasked to enlighten on such arcane matters as how to write a news release,
or why you shouldndét slam a door in a r epAnonynatyand f a
media shyness suited our studentsto a T.

Nevertheless, this instrudtdrhifn&kl cbmsey shariBinsloowhnbk
bel ow, I of fer mMygrwamd ddhsite feome R2t0s2 5t hat wi l |l occur

|l would hope to see a focused effort (one that
( DWR) to visit and establ i shabBthme rteyrpaed nofngc yaltii v em
within rederick County, VA. Starting in the far no
ef fort ould show some TLC for Bear Garden Run (fo
coan\eatlon easements), and proceed down al ohneg ttrhieb uftl.
of Cedar Creek, Il ncluding RichadddsnRUhy DbekhRart
A cl ose erusal of Frederick County Atopoo maps sho
all of the Hébobivee wlat @eo ls .Rerohuadlpngp.sesneBytace®nnecti vity
essenti a key to keeping t heCsoen sveerrvya tlii om teeads epnoepnutl sa tci
t oo.
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Woul dnot It be great i f some entity would <co
eekRe -a2xr e Abrams Creek Wetland Preserve in Wi nch
otected and valued for not o¢sBbyfiorsthei gueephtaona
rd |Iife thrBughwbattde weaBrecwecfi ailtly fiitsh esViegiyn a
i tiHies writer has expended hours searching online |
en dTornueee, we cannotBgb, backtimetimkeke the present t
t Mlaybe dmcaddffort involving DWR and | ocal educat
eavaor hdhaentt mes writer may reach out to a nearby
| ogi st who has completed some remar kablRa veor K at
haps he may work next in thelfhe@poéguoOpé@ésumanyr &
d or hel d -fneattcihveeds ,t o sp oisti tf atrhat Abrams may once I

s ledlo Moo dnlic o le)
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Iy, woul dnodt it be great, whil st webdre |
board woul d -fesn@abacghi 2ai tgiecarui me litkowe a bno uF
t rich riparmwhemrezdie owfayBadheCPodelomac Cons
més extraordinary ecological i mBporiitewoocel am
tract s-RobBémngs ot hf €d ¢ it anla n a i-Jdo hi nns ewhie Ir(afll i fae )
restoration) funds to establibBhsafutoaoear
West Vi r g,jamida,h Chtehsea pRRatkeemaBca yRicvdeardd hbb& € x c
heawattseroff lwaraiamgl er s who dot es omwng hstmad tl reeaa s t
d be endl essly grateful
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My Trout Fly Box

Recommended Winter
Trout Flies:
The Zebra Midge

Article and photos
by Burr Tupper

During mid-December Mary and decided to take a
tiptoHar monds cabin on the
Branch of the Potomac in West Virginia. | have
fished for both Steelhead and Trout during the Winter
in less-than-ideal conditions, but | have to say that
this trip was the worst that | have ever been on. Very
high and fast water, very cold temperatures, snow,
wind gusts of 30-40 miles per hour, and frozen

guides on the rods contributed to the lack of caught
fish. The Zebra Midge

However, we were equi
favorite winter flies
i n t he past . Thededg
PheasTamMly mph, RaManbowr
Eg g, San WdamWool Bugage
Parachute Adams,, adi fsi
St o rFley .

When fishing with nymg
want to fish two fl iYes
can fi sh bbeeaadd onry mmpohns
on the water depth, bu
rig wi t h t he dr -2 g peebrr
Mi dge.

I l i ke a TaHhe ZmsilaadM dge
Griffithds @®Gihdgeand Zc¢

f you ary fflimehd mMegu e |
;

I
dry dropper set up.

And lastly, if you are fishing a streamer in the winter,
you dondét want to f i Fisharet
not that active and slow strips with minimal action is
required.
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My Trout Fly Box
The Zebra Midge
-- continued

Zebra Midge is the go-to winter nymph

The Zebra Midge is a classic winter Trout fly that keeps
on giving. It effectively imitates midge larvae which form
the main partofthe Tr out 6 s di et dwur i n

You should havesize18-22 i n your box
sizes 20-22 as my fingers Just
smaller than size 18).

| tie them in black and red with tungsten beads with and
without peacock herl collars. They are very easy to tie.

Materials List

OHook i Size 18-22 nymph or
heavy scud hook

OThread i Black or red

O0Tungsten bead -- Silver for Black
and gold for red versions

OoUltra wire (Small) i gold for red
and silver for black versions

O0Dubbing i Your call. Black ice
dubbing or Peacock herl

Editor 6s Not esebarbld&eshooksobberd 1 _
down your barbs, especially when catnidrelease fishing. o

Letters to the editor

| have gathered my fishing gear and

wn

eel
e flies
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This is the overview ofl fwhydu |wavrotul tdo | mé&ket tand othnak e
couple times and plyaocaend tlhawi Iwi Isle ewoirfk niyorschedul e
Mi k e

Frederi ck

Mi ke, Thanks for your donation oOufiehapgeeqpri pmedE§
put the stuff you donat ed-eiqmutiqp metndr age tfi@m.our next
The E(¢







