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Winchester TU Meeting Schedule  
Thursday, 2 May 2024 
7:00 PM ï Monthly meeting 
Rachelôs Kitchen, Shenandoah Lodge, 
Lake Frederick, VA 
 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing Meeting 
Wednesday, 8 May 2024 
6:30 PM ï Monthly Meeting 
Rachelôs Kitchen, Shenandoah Lodge, 
Lake Frederick, VA  
 
BarFly 
The next Winchester TU BarFly  
Wednesday, 15 May 2024 
7:00 PM at Escutcheon Brewing Co. 
142 W. Commercial Street, Winchester  
 
For complete calendars, please see 
Project Healing Waters ï Page 8 
Winchester Trout Unlimited ï Page 21 
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Bill Prokopchak, Newsletter Editor 
(540)722-2620 (voice only) 

 

  
 

 

 

Winchester TU 2024  Speaker Schedule  
Mark your calendar now  and plan to hear this  presentation.  

 

 

6 June 2024 ð Dawn Kirk  

Fisheries Biologist USDA Forest Service  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you have an idea for a Winchester TU meeting speaker, please let me  know.  We are 

always looking for great programs on topics of interest to the fly angler.  
 

Dawn Kirk is the Forest Fisheries 

Biologist for USDA Forest 

Service.  She is the only fisheries 

biologist for all of the G eorge 

Washington National Forest and 

Jefferson National Forest.   
 

Dawn joined us last week for our 

Priority Waters meeting.  She 

and Mike Smith have worked 

together on many occasions.  

Dawn has a couple of decades of 

experience in our region.   

Photo courtesy of kirkenvironmental.us 
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Priority Waters ð The Winchester Chapter Wades In 
by Mike Smith 

photos by Mary Weiss 

 
 ñClimate change is already upon us é But we are still, in 

the face of it, optimists.ò Those lines, some may recall, come 

from David Kinneyôs cover article ñPriority Watersò from 

the summer 2023 issue of TROUT, our national quarterly 

magazine. 

 

That optimism is now manifested in the Winchester 

Chapter.  Currently a team of seven chapter members (Gene 

Lewis, Drew Patterson, Stan Ikonen, Burr Tupper, Mary 

Weiss, John Prescott, and Mike Smith) headed up by project 

leader, Mike Makufka, is making its preliminary 

assessments and evaluations of two candidate streams for 

the chapter board to select. 

 

But first, to backtrack a bit, why ñPriority Watersò ð and 

why now?  TU National stated in the campaignôs kick-off 

article that in identifying the waters where it can have the 

greatest impact, it can bring to bear its six-decade formula 

for conservation success to build ñTrout and Salmon 

strongholds for the long term éò emphasizing that ñweôre 

at our best when we focus on key watersheds and pull 

together.ò 

Before proceeding any further, an important distinction 

must be made.  The new Priority Waters initiative for 

the Winchester Chapter in no way replaces, supplants, 

or diminishes the chapterôs long-term commitment to 

Redbud Run.  As Burr Tupper likes to point out, 

ñRedbud represents an excellent example of TUôs 

HOME Waters efforts.ò And, after all, home is where 

the heart is. 

 

While national in scope, the program offered suggested 

priorities, state by state, its lists of vital streams and 

entire watersheds ð and invited state councils to 

customize their endeavors for maximum benefit.  The 

initial regions suggested for Virginia were the Blue 

Ridge, Grayson Highlands, and the Upper 

James/Shenandoah.  The Virginia State Council is 

opting to focus initial chapter energies on the Blue Ridge 

and Upper James/Shenandoah.  Currently there is just 

too limited a chapter presence in the Grayson Highlands 

to launch any concerted projects.  But it will be a 

valuable region addressed in the future. 

Top: Mike Makufka prepares for the 
Winchester TU Priority Waters fieldtrip. 
 

Right: This old wooden sign points the 
direction Mudhole Gap. 
 

Below: Mike Smith fords Mill Run. 

 

Editorôs Note:  In LATERAL LINES we capitalize 

the common names of the fish that we treasure. 

ñPriority Watersò continues  
on the next page. 
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The Winchester Chapter Wades In -- continued 
 

 
 

Virginiaôs TU chapters are assigned geographic territories that are 

designed to reflect where most of their members reside.  Thus, while the 

Winchester chapter draws much of its membership from Frederick 

County, its range grew significantly after the former chapter in Front 

Royal ceased activities; and the chapter now has members from Warren 

and Shenandoah counties as well (along with a few from nearby West 

Virginia).  This shift brought the chapter squarely into the priority Blue 

Ridge region, and, somewhat tangentially, to the Upper Shenandoah zone 

too. 
 

Since the Blue Ridge province that our chapter covers coincides with the 

well protected streams in the northern sector of Shenandoah National 

Park, the chapter is opting for an approach that will advise the Park 

Superintendent and key biological staff about the national TU Priority 

Waters initiative, and extend an offer of the chapterôs willing support and 

manpower to assist in any native Brook Trout conservation endeavor it 

may plan. 
 

Meanwhile, to the west of the Park, and practically ñhiding in plain sight,ò 

is the fifty-plus mile ridge, Massanutten Mountain.  The chapter has 

pointed out to the State Council that Massanutten affords opportunities 

that mirror the challenges found both in the Blue Ridge and Upper 

Shenandoah:  native Brook Trout waters vulnerable to heat, drought and 

significantly reduced base flows in summer due to the shifting climate.  

Indeed, Massanutten represents a watershed that connects, literally, to 

both target regions. 

It is a virtual certainty that nearly all the streams issuing from the mountain were native Brook Trout waters 

historically.  But the mountainôs recent history since European arrival, is one reflective of the sad saga of most of the 

eastern seaboard: unchecked timber harvest, questionable farming and grazing practices, extensive mining activity, 

and the warming, silting, and sedimentation that always resulted.  By the time significant portions of the mountain 

came under Forest Service management in the 1913-1932 time period (from its earlier name as Shenandoah National 

Forest to George Washington National Forest), nearly all remnants of the original flora and fauna had been extirpated 

or greatly reduced.  It is assumed the native Trout were among the first to depart, and then nearly all human record 

they had ever been there. 
 

In the late twentieth and into the present century, the Forest Service, in conjunction with the Department of Game & 

Inland Fisheries (now Wildlife Resources) began identifying streams on the mountain that likely held natives, and 

now might have recovered enough to host them anew. 
 

Using only wild fish obtained from drainages that likely held ñcladesò or groups similar to ancestral stocks, several 

streams were selected and stocked.  The new fish adapted well.  They not only survived, they multiplied.  The native 

had returned. 

The intent now is to see that wild, thriving  

Brook Trout populations endure on Massanutten. 

The First Winchester TU Priority Waters Field Expedition 
 

Tuesday, April 23, was about as delightful a spring day one could hope for.  Nearly all the Winchester Priority Waters 

Team met at the Lake Frederick Lodge parking lot for a field expedition to assess two waters on the northern 

Massanutten that could possibly be adopted as its project in support of the National programôs goals.  (One of the 

Teamôs goals is to identify a stream ñwithin an hourò of Winchester to make potential work days more accessible and 

successful). 

Top: ñé nearly all the streams 
issuing from the mountain were 
native Brook Trout waters.ò 
 

Left: The WTU Priority Waters 
Team begins gathering at the 
Lake Frederick Lodge.   
 

 

ñPriority Watersò continues  
on the next page. 

Photo by Bill Prokopchak 


